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Course Description

The goal of the course is twofold: to contribute to the emerging body of interdisciplinary research on media globalization and identity through a focus on a historically important but often neglected region, Eastern and Central Europe; and to employ theories of media globalization in order to understand and interpret the processes of European enlargement and post-totalitarian transformation. In the course of working toward these twin goals, our international group of students and scholars will examine various intersections of identity-formation and the ongoing processes of economic, political and cultural globalization as they are filtered through the use of media such as satellite, television, film, video and the Internet in the post-Cold War European sphere. The course also provides an introduction to a range of research foci and methodologies related to globalization and the media across the disciplines in the humanities and social sciences, including cultural geography, history, comparative cultural studies, film and media studies, anthropology and sociology.

The course examines the relationship between the media and identities in the former socialist region in the wake of the transition from state-controlled, highly nationalized cultures to cultures permeated by global multimedia practices. Our group of international scholars, representing several disciplines in the social sciences and the humanities, assume that “the Other Europe” constitutes an especially important site for understanding processes of globalization because the transition to transnational media capitalism has happened over a relatively short period of time. Such a transition, characterized by geographically uneven processes of democratization, marketization, the transformation of state institutions and the civic nation-building within the region, has been fuelled by the staggered enlargement of the European Union and involved processes of accelerated technological development as well as the thorough transformation of media institutions, ownership structure and media content. These changes have set in motion a struggle for control over resources and representation among national political and cultural elites, corporate entertainment media and emerging forms of identity politics.

Issues of political and cultural representation, the role of different technologies in identity constitution and social control, historical legacies, the creation of collective memories, and aesthetic questions will be addressed as integral parts of the same problematic rather than as issues to be examined within particular disciplinary confines. The course presents a set of approaches and themes that will help participants investigate the theoretical and political implications of these highly ambivalent and contradictory transformations: we ask how and to what extent the post-communist, globalizing order has produced needs and opportunities for creating modes of transnational culture within and beyond the nation and its violent ethnic, sexual and religious exclusions. Several of the case studies we examine are transnational formations that have resulted in new artistic and media networks, enabled by the rise of multiparty systems and market economies, which have presented unprecedented opportunities for the region’s minorities. At the same time, the course also asks how the region’s post-Soviet geopolitical reconstitution and the politics of the EU’s expansion have resulted in new migrations and diasporic formations and have solidified actual and metaphorical borders and reinforced primordial nationalisms within the new Europe.

Prerequisites

The course should be accessible and of interest to students and researchers in the humanities and social sciences who intend to pursue interdisciplinary research on globalization, identities and the media with a particular geographical emphasis on the post-communist transitions, the processes of European integration, and the cultural and political role of the United States in current European transformations. An M.A. in the social sciences or the humanities is required.

Course Schedule

Week 1

Monday, July 2

10-11:30: Session 1 – Introductions

Faculty facilitators: Imre, Neubauer, Verstraete, van Baar

Goals: Teachers and students will introduce themselves and their research. To get acquainted with each other’s work and provide an overview of the course contents and expectations, we will also discuss some of the essential terms that will recur throughout the course, such as media, identity, and globalization.

Format: Discussion

Mandatory Readings (for the course in general):

· Sparks, Colin. "Civil Society as Contested Concept: Media and Political Transformation in Eastern and Central Europe." In Democratizing Global Media: One World, Many Struggles. Yuezhi Zhao and Robert Hackett (eds) Lanham, Boulder, New York, Toronto, and Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield, 2005, 37-56

Recommended Readings (for the course in general):

· Zhao, Yuezhi and Robert Hackett. "Media Globalization, Media Democratization: Challenges, Issues, and Paradoxes." In Democratizing Global Media: One World, Many Struggles. Yuezhi Zhao and Robert Hackett (eds) Lanham, Boulder, New York, Toronto, and Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield, 2005, 1-33 

· Hall, Stuart. “Who needs Identity?” In Questions of Cultural Identity. Stuart Hall and Paul du Gay (eds) London: Sage, 1996, 1-17

11:30-12:00: Computer Lab Tour

13:00-14:30: Session 2 – Televisual Geographies of the Fall of Socialism I: Introduction

Faculty Facilitator: Andaluna Borcila

General Goals: In the course of four sessions (sessions 2, 3, 4 and 7, week 1), we will focus on two global television events, the fall of the Berlin Wall and the Romanian revolution of 1989 as case studies through which to reflect on the relationships among television, globalization, and Eastern/Southern European identities, and as key sites around which the post-Cold War global imaginary has been articulated. We will focus on the US television news coverage of the “fall of communism,” screening specifically the “fall” of the Berlin Wall, the Romanian revolution, and the first reports filmed by American television crews on-site in Romania. We will examine the emerging televisual geography, the narratives of post-communist transition, and the representation of post-Cold War identities (both “post-communist” and American) in this coverage.

Mandatory Readings (sessions 2, 3, 4, and 7, week 1):

· Morse, Margaret, “The News as Performance: The Image as Event.” In Virtualities: Television, Media Art, and Cyberculture. Margaret Morse, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1998, 48-61

· Borcila, Andaluna, “How I Found Eastern Europe: Televisual Geography, Travel Sites and Museum Installations” In: Over The Wall/After the Fall: Post-Communist Cultures Through an East-West Gaze, S. Forrester, M. Zaborowska, and G. Gapova (eds) Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2004, 42-64

· Loshitzky, Yosefa, “Constructing and Deconstructing the Wall” In Clio, Vol 26, No 3 (Spring), 1997, 275-296

Recommended Readings (sessions 2, 3, 4, and 7, week 1):

· Fiske, John, “Act Globally, Think Locally” in Power Plays, Power Works, John Fiske, London and New York: Verso, 1993, 147-161

· Wark, McKenzie, “Wall” In Virtual Geography, McKenzie Wark, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1993, 49-75

· Wolff, Larry, “Introduction.” In Inventing Eastern Europe: the Map of Civilization on the Mind of the Enlightenment, Larry Wolff, Stanford (CA): Stanford University Press, 1994, 1-16

Goals of the first session: The goals of this first session are to introduce main trajectories of inquiry; to review and problematize key literature on media and the fall of socialism; and to situate our inquiries within this body of knowledge and on the specific sites of the fall of the Berlin Wall and the Romanian revolution and/in the media. We will introduce ourselves to each other, giving particular attention to out interest in and knowledge of the fall of communism on television and /or the circulation and impact of representations of post-communist countries along the global media vector. This will be followed by a brief review and overview of key points made in academic and journalistic discourse on the role of television in the events of 1989; the fall of communism as global media event; the functions of television as a "nationalizing" and "globalizing" technology; and the relationship between televisual representations of the "fall of communism" and representations of post-communism more generally. These general points will be discussed and problematized in relation to the "fall" of the Berlin Wall and the Romanian revolution. We will then turn our attention to the meanings and function of the Berlin Wall within the Cold War imaginary.

Format: Discussion and Screening

15:00-17:00: Session 3 – Televisual Geographies of the Fall of Socialism II: US TV Coverage of the Berlin Wall and the Romanian Revolution

Faculty Facilitator: Andaluna Borcila

Goals: In this session we will screen U.S. news reports on the “fall” of the Berlin Wall and on the Romanian revolution. I will also offer overviews and timelines of the news coverage. American media, more generally, and television in particular played a key role in producing what news scholars call “the cold war frame,” the main frame within which an American national identity and imaginary in relationship to “the communist other” was produced. How was the fall of communism represented on U.S. television, and how did U.S. television news imagine and position its viewers towards post-communist sites? The “Berlin Wall” and “Romania” were the key sites on which US television news covered the “fall of communism ”and the main poles in the emerging televisual geography of post-communism.

Format: Discussion and Screening

18:00-19:30: Public Event – “The Open Society in Fragile States”

Introductory Remarks and Moderator: Fredrik Galtung, Chief executive of Tiri and course director for the 2007 CEU SUN course Integrity Reform and Strategic Corruption Control 

Participants: George Soros, Founder & Chairman of the Open Society Institute and the Central European University; Paul Collier Director of the Economy Department of the Centre for the Study of African Economies; Lily Habash, Head of Governance Reform, Palestinian Authority; Clare Short, former United Kingdom development minister

Location: Auditorium, CEU Main Building, Nádor útca 9

19:45-22:00: Opening of SUN 2007

Welcome Remarks by Yehuda Elkana, President and rector of the Central European University, Followed by a Reception

Location: Auditorium, CEU Main Building, Nádor útca 9

Tuesday, July 3

9:00-10:00: Library Tour

10:00-11:30: Session 4 – Televisual Geographies of the Fall of Socialism III: Representations of the “Fall” of Communism and of Post-Communist Transitions

Faculty Facilitator: Andaluna Borcila

Goals: In this session, we will focus on the television coverage that we have screened, and we will also open up our discussions to more general considerations on the entry and circulation of representations of “falling communism” and of “post-communism” along the global media vector.

We will examine the emerging post Cold War televisual geography; the representations of east and west and of communism and post-communism; and the different narratives of transition articulated in the coverage of the Berlin Wall and the Romanian revolution.  Reminding ourselves that televisual representations don’t just “happen” in a void, we will consider the relationship between these televisual representations and the powerful discourses that have shaped the representation of “Eastern Europe” in the “west” (i.e. Cold War, Balkanist and Eastern Europeanist discourses) before and after 1989.  The mandatory and optional readings (as well as the Todorova reading assigned by prof. Hozic) offer condensed theoretical frames as well as some grounded analysis of these discourses, and they are crucial to our discussions.

Format: Discussion and Screening

13:00-14:30: Session 5 – Western/Balkan Inside/Out - Representations of War and Wars of Representations I

Faculty Facilitator: Aida Hozic

Goals: These sessions (sessions 5, 6, 8, and 10, week 1) explore the powerful lock-in effects of media representations of the Balkans generated during the decade of Yugoslav wars. Focusing on films made in and outside of the former Yugoslavia (e.g. Before the Rain, Welcome to Sarajevo, Ulysses’s Gaze, Behind Enemy Lines, Underground, Pretty Village, Pretty Flame, Fuse, Perfect Circle, Vukovar, Grbavica) and their afterlife in political debates in the region, we examine the prospects of local artists to address and move beyond the images of warfare that defined the region in the 1990s. We will discuss representational issues along with questions of production, marketing and distribution.

Format: Media Workshop

Mandatory Readings (for session 5, 6, 8, and 10, week 1): 

· Iordanova, Dina, “Balkan Cinema in the 90s: An Overview” (Originally in Afterimage, Vol 28, No 4, 2001, 23), Thomson Gale, University of Florida, April 16, 2007

· Todorova, Maria, “The Balkans: From Discovery to Invention” Slavic Review, Vol 53, No 2 Summer 1994, 453-482

· The Kinoeye Archive: “Bosnia”. In: Kinoeye: New Perspectives on European Film, available at: <http://www.kinoeye.org/archive/country_bosnia.php>

· Skrbic, Mirna, “Bosnian Film: Set Free the Bears” (Review of Jasmila Zbanic’s feature Grbavica), Transitions Online, 22 February, 2006, available at: <www.tol.org>

Recommended Readings:

· Sesic, Rada, “Valter Brani Sarajevo – Walter Defends Sarajevo, ” Hajrudin Siba Krvavac, Yugoslavia (Bosnia and Herzegovina), 1972, 1-16

· Musabegovic, Senadin, “Sutjeska: Presentation of the Body in the Film”, 1-24

15:00-17:00: Session 6 – Western/Balkan Inside/Out - Representations of War and Wars of Representations II

Faculty Facilitator: Aida Hozic

Goals: See session 5, week 1

Format: Media Workshop

Wednesday, July 4

10:00-11:30: Session 7 – Televisual Geographies of the Fall of Socialism IV: Assessing the Trauma of (Post-)Communism

Faculty Facilitator: Andaluna Borcila

Goals: This session starts with a brief screening of the first on-site reports filmed by American news crews in Romania (i.e. reports from the Romanian abortion clinics and Romanian orphanages). These reports, which are introduced and framed as “bringing to light” images “never seen by western eyes” and as revealing “the horrors of communism,” presented American viewers with stories of misery and harrowing images of Romanian women and children. We will examine the ways in which this specific coverage represents and positions communism and post-communist Romanian identities within a post Cold War televisual imaginary. We will also consider the real impact of the televisual representations of Romanian orphans and briefly trace the circulation of representations of Romanian orphans along the media vector. Our discussions will open up to more general reflections on the ethics of hypervisibility and on the effects of representing post-communism and post-communist identity as traumatized sites on which or through which the “west” can access and “witness” the horrors of communism.

Format: Discussion and Screening

13:00-14:30: Session 8 – Western/Balkan Inside/Out - Representations of War and Wars of Representations III 

Faculty Facilitator: Aida Hozic

Goals: see session 5, week 1

Format: Media Workshop

15:00-17:30: Session 9 – Joint Program with the Roma Course

Faculty Facilitators: Michael Stewart, Julia Szalai, Anikó Imre, Huub van Baar, Ginette Verstraete, John Neubauer 

Screenings: A Village Romance (dir. Kriszta Bódis, Inforg Studio, Hungary, 2006. 53 mins.)

The Fradi is Better. (dir. Norbert Szirmai and János Révész, Fekete Doboz Foundation, Hungary, 2002. 16 mins.)

Format: Screening and Discussion

Thursday, July 5

10:00-11:30: Session 10 – Western/Balkan Inside/Out - Representations of War and Wars of Representation IV

Faculty Facilitator: Aida Hozic

Goals: see session 5, week 1

Format: Media Workshop

13:00-14:30: Session 11 – Media Studies and Cultural Geography I: Introduction

Faculty Facilitator: Lisa Parks

General Goals: These sessions (sessions 11, 12, 13, week 1; session 1, week 2) explore the role that satellite, wireless and web technologies play in generating new geographies related to recent economic, political and cultural transformations in Europe. It looks at various ways of historicizing, visualizing and critiquing post-socialist media cartographies and gives special attention to “fringe areas” – regions on the perimeter of an expanding Europe such as former Yugoslavia, the former Soviet republics, Turkey and Mongolia. Topics to be explored in the course of the four sessions are: media and urban space; mapping and visualization as critical practices; infrastructures and affect (from walls to wireless); rethinking "Europe" and its boundaries.

Goals of session 11: In this first session Prof Parks will lead a discussion of critical approaches that combine the study of media technologies with cultural geography, and will present site-specific media research. Issues to be addressed include: the relationship between infrastructure and territorialization, social and psychic aspects of infrastructure, exploration of media in public/private spaces, footprint analysis, and critical theories of globalization and cultural distribution. This session will help prepare students for the field exercise on Friday July 6, from 10:00 am-11:30 pm (session 13, week 1).

Format: Presentation and Discussion

Mandatory Readings: 

· Debeljak, Ales, “Europe Without Europeans” (Originally Evropa brez Evropejcev, Sophia: Ljubljana, Slovenia: 2004), 1-13

· Parks, Lisa, “Postwar Footprints” In B-Zone: Becoming Europe and Beyond, Anselm Franke (ed) Barcelona: ACTAR Press, 2005, 35-57

· McCarthy, Anna. “ Shaping Public and Private Space with TV Screens” In: Ambient TV. Durham: Duke University Press, 2001, 117-153

Further Readings:

· Balibar, Étienne. "The Borders of Europe." In Cosmopolitics: Thinking and Feeling Beyond the Nation. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1998, 216-229.

· Boym, Svetlana. "Nostalgia and Global Culture," In The Future of Nostalgia. New York: Basic Books, 2001

· Ladd, Brian. "Berlin Walls," in The Ghosts of Berlin. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997

· Morley, David. Home Territories: Media, Mobility and Identity. London: Routledge, 2000

15:00-17:00: Session 12 – Media Studies and Cultural Geography II: Cinematic Representation of Infrastructure

Faculty Facilitator: Lisa Parks

Screening: Kontroll (d. Nimród Antal, 2005, Hungary)

Description: This is a fictional Hungarian feature film that represents the underground world of the Budapest subway system. We will explore how subway infrastructure is constructed and imagined within the context of the film. How have the meanings and uses of infrastructure systems changed historically, especially with the shift from communism to capitalism? What is the relationship between laborers and infrastructure and how is this represented in the film? What kind of atmosphere exists in the subway and how does it differ from the world above? What kinds of cultural geographies and identities does the subway help to articulate in urban space? How are other infrastructures – such as telephony, the Internet, broadcast networks, sewer systems, electrical grids -- represented in audiovisual culture?

Format: Screening and Discussion

Friday, July 6

10:00-11:30: Session 13 – Media Studies and Cultural Geography III: Media Presence in Urban Space

Faculty Facilitator: Lisa Parks

Goals: During this session you will work in groups of 4-5 and find aspects of media presence in Budapest to document and discuss with the rest of the class in a presentation on Monday July 9. You can consider any of the following: billboards, television or electronic screens in public space, satellite dishes, antennae, transmitters, television studios/headquarters, film theaters, media art, internet cafes, mobile telephony, radio, empty spaces where media facilities once existed, branding of public space, surveillance cameras. 

Your assignment is to document at least three media sites in Budapest and keep track of where these sites are on a city map. You will work as a group to prepare a 10-15 minute presentation to deliver in class on Monday July 9. The groups are listed in a separate list (available at the e-learning site) and I encourage you to meet one another and begin discussing the assignment outside of class early in the week and possibly scouting out sites when you are moving through the city. 

You can use photographs, video, sounds, drawings, maps and sketches in your presentation. You should describe the materiality, design, size and impact of the media sites you focus on and prepare an analytical discussion considering some of the following questions: Do people notice these media sites? Do they stand out or blend in with urban space? What kinds of activities are happening around or in relation to them? What colors are used? Where are they located? What kind of zone or district is it (i.e. residential, financial, government)? What kinds of people are moving through the area? Are there any interesting issues or contradictions related to their placement? Is this an old or new part of the city? Is there reconstruction occurring? 

If you have a digital camera, please bring it with you to class on Friday. You are also encouraged to bring any necessary cables to transfer your photos from your camera to a laptop or desktop computer. You will be working with your group over the weekend to develop a powerpoint presentation that you will present in class on Monday. If you are not familiar with powerpoint software, Prof Parks will assist you. I will discuss the assignment further in class.

Format: Field Exercise in Budapest

13:00-14:30: Session 14 – Sociology of Memory and Forgetting in Post-Communist Societies I: Post-Communist Frames of Memory in East-Central Europe

Faculty Facilitator: Sławomir Kapralski

Goals: The main aim of the course is to present the post-communist transformation as a restructuring and reconstructing of the system of collective memories of East-European societies. Among others, the following issues will be discussed: deconstruction of the communist vision of history; filling in the memory gap: post-communist frames of memory; memory and myth in the new nationalist narratives of post-communist societies; trauma, memory, and amnesia: the memory of the Holocaust in post-communist Europe; changing ‘Others’ of East-European memory; historical politics and rituals of remembrance. The main learning objectives of the course are: (1) to make students familiar with the main approaches of sociology and anthropology of collective memory; (2) to allow students to conduct a  comparative analysis of the social frameworks of memory in various post-communist country; (3) to make students able to show similarities and differences between various politicized approaches to the past; (4) to understand the role of the Holocaust remembrance for the memories of East-European societies.

In the first part of the first meeting participants will introduce themselves and share their backgrounds and previous research experiences in the field covered by the course. In the second part, there will be a brief introduction of the course, its main assumptions and theoretical references. In short, the relevance of the memory discourse for the study of post-communist societies will be debated with an emphasis on some key points (memory and identity, memory and trauma, memory and politics, memory and mass-media) to be discussed further. In the last part of the meeting we will discuss the importance of memory for the post-communist societies along the following lines: What were the communist strategies towards history and memory? To what extent may we speak of communism as a ‘regime of oblivion’? Did ‘vernacular memories’ contest the narrative imposed through the official, public remembrance or perhaps they participated in the communist silencing of the past and the erasures of memory? Did the end of communism mean also a ‘disintegration of official collective memory and the articulation of multiple unofficial narratives of commemoration’? Are ‘freezer effect’ or ‘rectifying revolution’ adequate metaphors of post-communist memory? To what extent do contemporary forms of remembrance in East Central Europe constitute a deconstruction of the communist vision(s) of the past, and to what extent has post-communist ‘memory work’ been influenced by its point of departure? What is the role of a broader cultural context (the postmodern ‘resurgence of memory’ in ‘amnesiac societies’) in the process of re-forming post-communist memories?

Mandatory readings:

· Outhwaite, William and Larry Ray, “Chapter 8: Modernity, Memory, and Postcommunism”,  In Social Theory and Postcommunism, William Outhwaite and Larry Ray, Malden (MA), Oxford (UK), and Carlton, Australia: Blackwell, 2005, 177-196

Further readings:

· Esbenshade, R.S. 1995. “Remembering to Forget: Memory, History, National Identity in Postwar East-Central Europe.” Representations 49, Winter.

· Irwin-Zarecka, I. 1994. Frames of Remembrance. The Dynamics of Collective Memory. New Brunswick (USA) and London (UK): Transaction Publishers. Chapter 5: “Presence of the Past.”

· Misztal, B.A. 2003. Theories of Social Remembering. Maidenhead—Philadelphia: Open University Press. Chapter 6: “Studying Memory.”

· Outhwaite, W. and L. Ray. 2005. Social Theory and Postcommunism. Malden, MA—Oxford, UK—Carlton, Australia: Blackwell. Chapter 1: “Theory after the Fall.”

· Trouillot, M.-R. 1995. Silencing the Past. Power and the Production of History. Boston, Massachusetts: Beacon Press. Chapter 1: “The Power in the Story.”

15:00-17:00: Session 15: Seminar – Joint Workshop with Borcila, Hozic, Imre, Kapralski, Neubauer, Parks, Verstraete, van Baar

Goals: To provide informal forum for identifying common threads of course; reflect on activities and effectiveness of first week’s learning; get to know one another better.

17:00: Course Dinner

Saturday, July 7

11:00-13:00: Session 16 – Sociology of Memory and Forgetting in Post-Communist Societies II: Visit to Terror Háza/Museum of Terror

Faculty Facilitator: Sławomir Kapralski

Location: Andrássy útca 60, Budapest, Metro: Oktogon

Sunday, July 8

10:30-16:00: Boat Trip to Szentendre (20 km north of Budapest)

WEEK 2

Monday, July 9

10:00-11:30: Session 1 – Media Studies and Cultural Geography IV: Media Presence in Urban Space (Presentations)

Faculty Facilitator: Lisa Parks

Goals: Presentations of the outcomes of the field exercise in Budapest city (see session 13, week 1).

Format: Presentation and discussion

13:00-14:30: Session 2 – Globalization and Global Diaspora I: The Applicability of the Discourses of Globalization and Postcolonialism to East-Central Europe

Faculty Facilitator: John Neubauer

Goals: 
If globalization means a gradual breakdown of national, regional, religious, ethnic, and other barriers, then this process has only partial relevance to the area of East-Central Europe. For while it is true that globalized commercial and cultural enterprises have invaded the former communist countries since 1989, it is equally true that the political changeover has brought with it a revival of nationalism (and, to a lesser extent, religion), which has resulted in the disintegration of two multiethnic countries and some savage ethnic conflicts.

Starting from this premise, we shall ask in this part of the summer course to what extent the present discourses of globalization and postcolonialism are applicable to processes now taking place in East-Central Europe. In particular, we shall look at twentieth-century events and ongoing processes that have been turning these societies more provincial rather than cosmopolitan, globalized, and open. The “post-communist European identities” must be considered in light of these “counter”-events and -processes: the holocaust, mass displacements, diasporas, “ethnic cleansings” etc.

Each of the three meetings will consider one facet of the problem. In the first session (session 2, week 2) we shall discuss Arjun Appadurai’s “Grassroots Globalization and the Research Imagination,” in light of both Colin Sparks’s article on the media and political transformation in the region (which is on the agenda for our opening general meeting) and the applicability of postcolonial discourse. In the second session (session 4, week 2) we shall consider some processes of “provincialization” in the region. In the third session (session 6, week 2) we shall look at Giorgio Agamben’s philosophical view of human rights and states of exception.

Format:: Workshop

Mandatory Readings:

· Appadurai, Arjun. “Grassroots Globalization and the Research Imagination." Globalization. Ed. Appadurai. Duke University Press, Durham & London, 2001.

Recommended Readings (for session 2, 4 and 6, week 2): 

· Cornis-Pope, Marcel, and John Neubauer. “General Introduction.” History of the Literary Cultures of East-Central Europe. Vol. 1. Amsterdam: Benjamins, 2004, 1-18

· Neubauer, John, and Mihály Szegedy-Maszák. “Topographies of Literary Culture in Budapest.” History of the Literary Cultures of East-Central Europe. Vol. 2. Amsterdam: Benjamins, 2006, 162-175

· Neubauer, John. “Upstream and Downstream the Danube.” History of the Literary Cultures of East-Central Europe. Vol. 2. Amsterdam: Benjamins, 2006, 224-231

· Neubauer, John. “Introduction to the Section Censorship and Publications” History of the Literary Cultures of East-Central Europe. Vol. 3. Amsterdam: Benjamins, 2007 (forthcoming), 39-62

15:00-15:30: Session 3 – Sociology of Memory and Forgetting in Post-Communist Societies III: Post-Communist Commemorative Practices

Faculty Facilitator: Sławomir Kapralski

Goals: 
This meeting will follow a seminar, in which links are established between this course and other parts of the program, and a visit to ‘Terror Háza’ (House of Terror), a museum-memorial that documents Hungarian encounters with and involvements in the Nazi and Communist oppression. The first part of the meeting will be devoted to the discussion of the museum as a part of commemorative practice. We will put the museum into various contexts: of the post-communist process of ‘reclaiming of memory,’ of the process of constructing ‘community of memory,’ of the process of ‘musealization’ and the ‘politicization’ of memory. We will refer to the anthropological concepts of myth and ritual and employ them to analyze various post-communist forms of remembrance. The issue of East European nationalisms will be discussed here with reference to the theories which emphasize the role of history and memory in constructing national communities (Smith, Anderson, Hobsbawm, Gellner). We will ask if and how nationalist narratives of memory replace the communist and anti-communist discourse of the past, what are their specific features, and what are alternatives to them. Then, drawing upon illustrations from the participants’ countries of origin, we will study various commemorative practices (anniversaries, festivals, transformations of the material carriers of memory – monuments, street names, museums) in East Central Europe. We will pay special attention to the potential for conflicts, divides and exclusions that is inherent in many of those practices.

Method: Workshop

Mandatory readings: 

· Johnston, William M., Chapter 3: “National Identity and Its Propagation through Anniversaries.” Chapter 4: “The Commemoration Industry and the Economic Benefits of Anniversaries.” Chapter 7: “Objections to the Cult of Anniversaries.” In Celebrations. The Cult of Anniversaries in Europe and the United States Today. New Brunswick (USA) and London (UK): Transaction Publishers, 1991, 39-73 & 107-122

Further Readings:

· Anderson, B.R. 1991. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Chapter 11: Memory and Forgetting.

· Ashplant, T.G., G. Dawson and  M.Roper. 2000. The Politics of War Memory and Commemoration: Contexts, Structures and Dynamics. In:  Ashplant, T.G., G. Dawson and  M.Roper (eds.). The Politics of War Memory and Commemoration. London and New York: Routledge.

· Boyarin, J. 1994. Space, Time, and the Politics of Memory. In: Boyarin. J. (ed.). Remapping Memory. The Politics of Time and Space. Minneapolis and London: University of Minnesota Press.

· Connerton, P. 1989. How Societies Remember. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Part 2: Commemorative Ceremonies.

· Gillis, J.R. 1994. Memory and Identity: The History of a Relationship. In: Gillis, J.R. (ed.). Commemorations. The Politics of National Identity. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press.

· Huyssen, A. 1999. Monumental Seduction. In: Bal, M., J. Crewe, and L. Spitzer (eds.). Acts of Memory. Cultural Recall in the Present. Hanover and London: University Press of New England.

· Irwin-Zarecka, I. 1994. Frames of Remembrance. The Dynamics of Collective Memory. . New Brunswick (USA) and London (UK): Transaction Publishers. Chapter 3: Communities of Memory. Chapter 11: Intermediaries.

· Smith, A.D. 1999. Myths and Memories of the Nation. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. Chapter 10: The Resurgence of Nationalism? Myth and Memory in the Renewal of Nations.

· Strath, B. 2000. Introduction. Myth, Memory and History in the Construction of Community. In: Strath, B. (ed.) Myth and Memory in the Construction of Community. Historical Patterns in Europe and Beyond. Bruxelles, Bern, Berlin, Frankfurt/M, New York, Wien: P.I.E.-Peter Lang.

Tuesday, July 10

10:00-11:30: Session 4 – Globalization and Global Diaspora II: Provincialization and Identity formation

Faculty Facilitator: John Neubauer

Goals: 
see session 2 (July 9)

Format: Workshop

Mandatory Readings: 

· Neubauer, John, “The Idea of Europe –Treading on Native Ground?” Comparative Literature 58:4, Fall 2006: 360-375.

13:00-14:30: Session 5 – Sociology of Memory and Forgetting in Post-Communist Societies IV: Trauma, Amnesia, Virtual Representations? The Memory of the Holocaust in East-Central Europe

Faculty Facilitator: Sławomir Kapralski

Goals: 
In this final meeting we will discuss the memory and forgetting of the Holocaust in East Central Europe. We will briefly review various strategies of the communist regimes regarding the Holocaust and we ask whether we may speak of a single strategy, or, rather, of a variety of approaches depending on time and space. In this context we will again ask a question about the relations between official, public memory, and vernacular, unofficial memories. Then, we will discuss the role of the fall of communism in the process of the re-emergence of the memory of the Holocaust in various countries of East Central Europe as well as a variety of encounters with Holocaust discourse. We will ask about the ‘intermediaries’ of the memory of the Holocaust, with a special emphasis on the ‘carriers of memory’ previously discussed (museums, ceremonies, mass-media, visual art). We will discuss the ways in which the memory of the Holocaust often clashes with the narratives of nationhood and ways of resolving the conflicts of memory. We will examine a range of attitudes, from Holocaust denial to the reinvention of Jewish culture without Jews. Eventually we will ask questions about the place of Holocaust memory in contemporary societies, which are apparently obsessed with the issue of memory but at the same time trivialize its meaning.

Mandatory Readings: 

· Lentin, Ronit, “Introduction: Postmemory, Unsayability and the Return of the Auschwitz Code.” In: Ronit Lentin (ed.) Re-presenting the Shoah for the Twenty-First Century. New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2004, 1-24

Further Readings:

· Dwork, D. and R.J. van Pelt. 1994. “Reclaiming Auschwitz.” In: Hartman, G.H. (ed.) Holocaust Remembrance. The Shapes of Memory. Oxford (UK) and Cambridge (USA): Blackwell.

· Friedlander. S. 1994. “Trauma, Memory, and Transference.” In: Hartman, G.H. (ed.) Holocaust Remembrance. The Shapes of Memory. Oxford (UK) and Cambridge (USA): Blackwell.

· Gruber, R.E. 2002. Virtually Jewish: Reinventing Jewish Culture in Europe. University of California Press. Part 3 (Chapters 6-8).

· Hoffman, E. 2005. After Such Knowledge. A Meditation on the Aftermath of the Holocaust. London: Vintage. Part 5: “From Morality to Memory.”

· Loshitzky, Y. 2004. “Forbidden Laughter? The Politics and Ethics of the Holocaust Film Comedy.” In: Lentin, R. (ed.). Re-presenting the Shoah for the Twenty-First Century. New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books.

· Novick, P. 2001. The Holocaust and Collective Memory. The American Experience. London: Bloomsbury. Introduction; Chapter 12: ‘We Are Not Equipped to Answer.’

· Orla-Bukowska, A. 2004. “Re-presenting the Shoah in Poland and Poland in the Shoah.” In: Lentin, R. (ed.). Re-presenting the Shoah for the Twenty-First Century. New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books.

· Shafir, M. 2004. “Denying the Holocaust where it Happened: Post-Communist East Central Europe and the Shoah.” In: Lentin, R. (ed.). Re-presenting the Shoah for the Twenty-First Century. New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books.

· Stone, D. 2003. Constructing the Holocaust. A Study in Historiography. London and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchel. Chapter 6: “Narrative Theory and Holocaust Historiography.”

· Tyndall, A. 2004. “Memory, Authenticity and Replication of the Shoah in Museums: Defensive Tools of the Nation.” In: Lentin, R. (ed.). Re-presenting the Shoah for the Twenty-First Century. New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books.

· Young, J.E. 1994. “Jewish Memory in Poland.” In: Hartman, G.H. (ed.) Holocaust Remembrance. The Shapes of Memory. Oxford (UK) and Cambridge (USA): Blackwell.

15:00-16:30: Office Hours for Anikó Imre, John Neubauer, and Ginette Verstraete

Wednesday, July 11

10:00-11:30: Session 6 – Globalization and Global Diaspora III: Human Rights and States of Exception

Faculty Facilitator: John Neubauer

Goals: see session 2 (July 9)

Format: Workshop

Mandatory Readings: 

· Agamben, Giorgio. “Beyond Human Rights.” In Means Without End: Notes on Politics. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2000, 14-25

13:00-14:30: Session 7 – Media, Globalization and Identity Politics I: Roma Musical Entertainment and Global Television Format

Faculty Facilitator: Anikó Imre

Goals: These four sessions (sessions 7, 10, 11, and 12 of week 2) of the course ask how the processes of EU enlargement and the saturation of Eastern Europe by global media have affected post-socialist minority identities and identifications. We will focus on specific case studies that involve mediated negotiations among nation-states, the European Union, media corporations and new forms of media activism that aim to empower ethnic, racialized and sexual minorities. The main goal is to refract the relationship between budding identity politics and transnational media practices such as adopting global television formats, lesbian video production, independent animation, and Roma rap through theories of media entertainment, performance, identity, multiculturalism, nationalism and postcoloniality.

This first session provide a brief overview of the shift from state-controlled television to the current television landscape, in which nation-states vie for control of resources and airtime with global, mostly European corporations. We will take a closer look at reality shows such as the “National Idol” series, in which Roma and other racialized minorities have recently triumphed. 

Mandatory Readings:

· Silvio Waisbord, “McTv: Understanding the Global Popularity of Television Formats.” Television and New Media 2004:5, 359-383.

Recommended Readings:

· Timothy Havens, “The Hybrid Grid: Globalization, Cultural Power and Hungarian Television Schedules.” Media Culture and Society 2007:29, 219-239.

15:00-16:30: Session 8 – Global Media, European Geographies I: EU Politics of Mobility and Migration

Faculty Facilitator: Ginette Verstraete

Goals: In this and the following session we analyze the European Union’s current politics of mobility and migration grounded as this is in the concept of free movement through a European space “without internal frontiers” by subjects firmly located in national territory and identity, by white propertied nationals that is. We will see how this contradictory notion of unlimited mobility marked by the borders of the white capitalist nation state serves a double function: it expands national sovereignty to the external borders of the EU; and it projects national differences over the admission of migrants and refugees onto non-EU “others”, that is onto people that cannot enter European space other than illegally, as criminals. Problems emerge, however, when those “illegal aliens” are so numerously present within the EU that they can no longer be made invisible as the occasional criminal: instead they pose the question as to how various identities and alterities get structurally produced and consumed at the conjuncture between national and European space. This question becomes all the more urgent once we realize that borderless mobility in Europe is mediated by sophisticated communication and detection technologies that are used by police officers and smuggling networks alike. Thus, in our analysis Europe functions as an expansive space the demarcations of which are installed by some as they are already appropriated and displaced by others.

Format: workshop

Mandatory Readings:

· Verstraete, Ginette. “Technological Frontiers and The Politics of Mobility in the European Union.” New Formations: A Journal of Culture/Theory/Politics. 2001:43 (Spring), 26-43.

Further Readings: 

· Europe Without Borders: Remapping Territory, Citizenship, and Identity in a Transnational Age. Mabel Berezin and Martin Schain (eds) Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins UP, 2003

Thursday, July 12

10:00-11:30: Session 9 – Global Media, European Geographies II: High-Tech Resistance strategies

Faculty Facilitator: Ginette Verstraete

Goals: This session continues the previous one and looks at how smuggling networks use global media to cross Europe’s borders differently. We will also discuss the work of the video artist Ursula Biemann and ask how we can relate to each other the various travels, migrations, displacements, and navigations across Europe’s landscapes such that we can begin to understand how other people’s (traumatic) experiences of flight shape our own cultural imaginary? What role does the digital image play in this weaving together of various journeys?

Format: workshop

Mandatory Readings:

· Verstraete, Ginette, “Women’s Resistance Strategies in a High-Tech Multicultural Europe.” In Transnational Feminism in Film and Media. Katarzyna Marciniak, Aniko Imre, and Aine O’Healy (eds) New York: Palgrave Macmillan, forthcoming

Further Readings: 

· Franke, Anselm (ed), B-Zone: Becoming Europe and Beyond. Catalogue for the exhibition at Kunstwerke (December 2005-February 2006). Barcelona: Actar, 2005

13:00-14:30: Session 10 – Media, Globalization and Identity Politics II: Screening of Nyócker

Faculty Facilitator: Anikó Imre

Goal: To continue discussion about global television format and Roma entertainment (see session 7, week 2).

Screenings: (excerpts from) Nyócker!/The District! (animated feature movies, d. Áron Gauder, 2004, Hungary)

Format: Media Workshop

15:00-16:30: Session 11 – Media, Globalization and Identity Politics III: Strategies of Sexual and Gendered Minorities

Faculty Facilitator: Anikó Imre

Today’s and tomorrow’s workshops shift the attention to the mediated strategies that sexual and gendered minorities have begun to use to come into representation. This session will feature short films by the Budapest-based Lesbian Filmmaking Collective. The filmmakers will join the screening and subsequent discussion.

Format: Screening and Discussion.

Mandatory Readings:

· Agnieszka Graff, "We Are (Not All) Homophobes: A Report from Poland." Feminist Studies 32:2 (summer 2006), 434-449.

Recommended Readings:

· Aniko Imre, "Lesbian Nationalism." Forthcoming in Signs, winter 2008.

· Judith Halberstam, “MacDaddy, Superfly, Rapper: Gender, Race and Masculinity in the Drag King Scene.” Social Text 52/53 (Fall/Winter 1997), 104-131

Friday, July 13

10:00-11:30: Session 12 – Media, Globalization and Identity Politics IV: Strategies of Sexual and Gendered Minorities

Faculty Facilitator: Anikó Imre

Goal: to reflect on and continue discussion from Session 11, week 2.

Format: Media workshop

13:00-14:30: Session 13 – Global Media, European Geographies III: Conclusions

Faculty Facilitator: Ginette Verstraete

Goals: During this last but one session we will return to some of the key concepts of the course and reassess them in the light of the work done during the past two weeks. Students will have the opportunity to present the progress of their work.

Method: Discussion and students’ presentations.

15:00-16:30: Session 14 – Closing Remarks by Imre, van Baar, Verstraete

16:30 - ——: Closing Party

Assessment and Projected Outcomes

We will ask participants to reflect on their own learning process throughout the course. By the end of the course, we will expect each participant to produce a report that identifies the specific ways in which their own research agendas have been enriched by the course and outline their plans for a scholarly paper to prepare for publication. Instructors will work with students individually in person and online to assist with this evaluation process. 

The course directors plan to publish the best papers to emerge from the course, along with the instructors’ own contributions, in a special issue of a peer-reviewed journal such as Eastbound and the European Journal of Cultural Studies. 
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