Tentative course syllabus

	TOPICS
	RESOURCE PERSON
	NO. OF HOURS
	TEACHING MODE
	DISCUSSION POINTS

	Week 1

	Introduction
	Tim O’Connor
	2
	Introduction to Class, Presentation
	Topical prospectus, general overview of course, discussion of participants’ projects and research interests

	Compatibilist Views of Free Will and Moral Responsibility
	Michael McKenna
	2
	Lecture
	Presentation of views that take free will and moral responsibility to be compatible with determinism.

	Arguments For and Against Compatibilism
	Michael McKenna
	3
	Lecture
	Consideration of arguments on either side of the debate, especially the Frankfurt-case argument aganst the incompatibilist view that moral responsibility requires the freedom to do otherwise.

	Compatibilism
	Michael McKenna
	2
	Seminar: critical discussion of set texts
	Discussion of the issues and readings on compatibilism by the participants and resource persons.

	Compatibilism and Pessimism 
	Paul Russell
	2
	Lecture and critical discussion of set texts
	Should compatibilists take the issue of ultimacy and fate more seriously?

	Hard Incompatibilism
	Derk Pereboom
	2
	Lecture
	Presentation of the view that human beings do not have the sort of free will required for praiseworthiness and blameworthiness.

	Libertarian Views of Free Will and Moral Responsibility and  the Main Argument Against Libertarianism
	Mark Balaguer
	1.5
	Lecture
	Presentation of: A) the view that human beings are capable of libertarian freedom and moral responsibility, which involve a freedom-and-responsibility-enhancing variety of indeterminism, and B) the argument that (i) to introduce undetermined events into a decision-making process is to introduce an element of randomness into that process, and hence, (ii) this could only damage and could not enhance free will or responsibility.

	Non-Causal Response to the Main Argument
	Tim O’Connor
	1.5
	Lecture
	Presentation of views that characterize actions in non-causal, teleological terms. How is explaining an action by citing the agent’s goals like or unlike explaining an event in the natural world by citing its causes? Is control over one’s own action a wholly non-causal feature of it?

	Event-Causal Response to the Main Argument
	Mark Balaguer
	2
	Lecture and critical discussion of set texts
	Assuming a materialistic view of the mind according to which decisions are neural events, and all causation is event-causation, could it be that our decisions are both undetermined and appropriately non-random in the sense required for free will?

	Agent-Causal Response to the Main Argument
	Tim O’Connor
	2
	Lecture
	Does control over one’s own action involve a distinctive variety of causality, fundamentally unlike the causal mechanisms of impersonal systems?  Could such control be embedded in a complex biological system?

	Determinism vs. Indeterminism
	Mark Balaguer
	2
	Seminar: critical discussion of set texts
	Are there any good arguments, empirical or a priori, for endorsing or rejecting causal indeterminism, or more specifically, the sort of indeterminism that’s required for libertarian free will?

	Is Conscious Will an Illusion?
	Tim O’Connor
	2
	Lecture
	Are there nonconscious causes of our decisions and actions? Is our feeling of conscious will an illusion? We will consider some contemporary empirical evidence from social psychology and neuroscience.


	Week 2

	Introduction to Week 2 and Mid-Course Discussion
	Derk Pereboom
	2
	Presentation and Discussion
	Transition from week 1 to 2: discussion of different views on the relationship between the metaphysics and ethics of responsibility. General overview of week 2.

	Moral Agency and Responsibility
	Angie Smith
	2
	Seminar: critical discussion of set texts
	Hiearchical or real self views (associated with Frankfurt, Watson, and Wolf) and Scanlon's judgment-sensitivity view.  Responsibility and broader questions about the nature of personhood.

	Living Without Free Will
	Derk Pereboom
	2
	Lecture
	Why the lack of free will not undermine what is important for morality and meaning in life.

	Moral Capacity and Moral Emotion 
	Paul Russell
	2
	Seminar: critical discussion of set texts
	Discussion of Kantian and Humean interpretations of the capacity required for moral agency and of the role of emotions in ascriptions of responsibility.

	Blame and its Significance 
	Angie Smith
	2
	Seminar: critical discussion of set texts
	Discussion of recent literature on blame: Watson, Hieronymi and Scanlon. 

	Is Morality Unfair? 
	Paul Russell
	2
	Lecture
	To what extent is moral luck ineliminable?

	Responsibility for Attitudes and Character
	Angie Smith
	2
	Lecture
	Ascriptions of responsibility and assessments of character

	Collective Action and Responsibility I
	András Szigeti
	2
	Lecture
	Discussions of arguments for and against the view that collectives can act and that they can be held morally responsible for their actions

	Collective Action and Responsibility II
	András Szigeti
	2
	Seminar: critical discussion of set texts
	

	Responsibility and Special Excusing Conditions
	Angie Smith
	1
	Seminar: critical discussion of set texts
	Do culture, unfortunate unbringing, and “the fog of war” constitute excusing conditions for moral atrocity?

	Participant presentations
	Participants
	2.5
	Presentation of position papers and/or students’ own work commented by resource persons and other participants

	Participant presentations
	Participants
	2.5
	Presentation of position papers and/or students’ own work commented by resource persons and other participants


