Media, Democratization and Civil Society
Syllabus

Tentative Course Syllabus

MONDAY (1st week)

1 Introduction to the course – Monroe Price and Miklos Sukosd

At the beginning of the summer school, the two course directors will introduce the institutions, networks and faculty that are involved; discuss the aims and purpose of the course as well as the syllabus and work schedules; and clarify administrative issues. 

2 Introduction to the concepts and content – Monroe Price and Miklos Sukosd
This presentation gives an overview of the course contents and expectations and provides an introduction to some of the essential terms and concepts that will recur throughout the course: media, transition, democratization, civil society, social movements, citizen engagement. It helps students develop connections between the different themes at the core of the course and create frameworks of thought. Are we still stuck in out-dated modes of thinking about media & democratization? Are there other frameworks that would capture the role of entertainment media and new technologies? Why are media and democracy so indelibly linked and remain such an important framework for us in the age of globalization?

3 Enabling environment:  an introduction to media policy – Monroe Price

What is the relationship between models of media regulation across national boundaries and the development of democratic and other institutions? What kind of media policies might best relate to notions of democracy and civil society?  What other policies areas are necessary for the development of an enabling environment for more democratic forms of media to flourish?  What are the key issues related to media policy making and civil society in transitional and post-transitional states? 

4 Tour of the CEU and the library

TUESDAY (1st week)

1 Democratization and Media -- Miklos Sukosd

This session first provides a brief overview of theories of democracy, looks at empirical democracy research as well as alternative concepts such as participatory democracy, and investigates concepts of democratization, such as the three waves theory. Linking theories of democratization with concepts of media studies, the session focuses on uses and structures of media that contribute or hinder processes of democratization. Utilizing the concepts of the public sphere, civil society, media effects, agenda setting, framing, media events, propaganda and media representation, it explores the uses of independent and government-controlled media in the democratization process in the traditional (television/radio/newspaper) and the new (online) media sectors, respectively. 

2 Democratization and media in Central and Eastern Europe – Miklos Sukosd

In the course of democratization of post-communist regimes, how do journalists, human rights and other civic groups, democratic parties, and other political actors set media agendas and frame key public issues in the period of liberalization and early democratization? What are the conditions that contribute to the stability or deterioration of newly established democratic media institutions and processes? How could the media support the development of other democratic institutions in the making of third wave democracies? How can civil society contribute to consolidation of media systems and enhance the quality of democracy? The session also provides an overview of post-communist media cartographies, and current trends of commercialization, and westernization.

3 Media democratization & institutions – Monroe Price

This session will examine the relationship between the shape of media institutions and economic, government, and social controls, while also considering how institutions produce (or reflect) communication policy and have (or do not have) an impact on media content. It explores policies, institutional structures, and patterns of media use by diverse elites and social groups, and evaluate their impact on the democratic performance of the media.  

4 Field Trip to the Samizdat collection of the Open Society Archives

WEDNESDAY (1st week)  

1 An introduction to civil society –Hakan Seckinelgin
What do we mean by civil society? What does the term entail? This lecture will give an overview over different concepts of civil society, look at its historic and structural backgrounds, and discuss the recent transnationalization and the emergence of a ‘global civil society’.

2 Media democratization: A civil society agenda for media and communication - Arne Hintz Civil society groups and social movements are increasingly criticizing the deficiencies in the media system, developing demands for media reform and for more democratic media, and creating alternative grassroots communication infrastructure. This session will map the movements, agendas and interventions by civil society actors in the field of media and communication. 

3 Civil society and the media – a case study of HIV / AIDS awareness campaigns in Africa – Hakan Seckinelgin
Seckinelgin will present findings from his research on the use of media in civil society campaigns, focusing on HIV/AIDS awareness in Africa.

4 Time for Library use and individual work

THURSDAY (1st week)  

1 Media effects on political and civic participation  – Michael Delli Carpini

Is political communication by the media, that is more and more defined by professional political marketing, responsible for political disengagement and public cynicism?  This session explores conceptual and empirical problems related to the impact of news media on political knowledge, trust and participation. We also discuss democratic uses of interactive media, the concepts of civic cultures and participatory democracy, and relate them to practices of online and political communication (blogs, political discussion fora, ‘viral politics’ and social-political activism in electronic networks). On the empirical level, contemporary American and European cases are analyzed. 

2 The impact of entertainment media on news and 'civic cultures' - Michael Delli Carpini
Do tabloids, infotainment and commercialization of political news deteriorate the quality of democracy? Are popular media harmful for democratic citizenship?  How can one analyze the proliferation of political content in entertainment media (talk shows, comedy, and other popular culture programs)? How can we analyze the converging television genres of ‘serious’ and ‘entertainment’ programs in current affairs coverage? How do popular political media shape civic cultures? How can we utilize alternative concepts like ‘neo-populism’, ‘fan democracy’ and ‘cultural citizenship’?

3  Discussion of the topic of media, civic participation and civic cultures – facilitated by Michael Delli Carpini 

This session features a discussion on the topics of media, civic participation and civic cultures, following up the two morning sessions as well as all previous sessions. 

4 Student presentations

FRIDAY (1st week)

1 Civil society and democratization of the policy-making process 1: The World Summit on the Information Society, the multi-stakeholder principle and civil society – Arne Hintz

The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) which took place in 2003 and 2005 introduced a new principle into media policy-making: the multi-stakeholder approach. Civil society actors were invited to participate in formerly state-centric international negotiations. This session will discuss the attempt of democratizing the process of media regulation and will explore the innovations and shortcomings linked with this approach.

2 Civil society and democratization of the transnational policy-making process 2: Spectrum management and standardization  - Kristina Irion

The second session will discuss further transnational policy-making processes and institutions in which civil society is starting to intervene. Against the background of international radio spectrum management within the framework of the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) the adequate representation of civil society will be probed. As a second illustration serves the field of international standardization organizations, e.g. ISO. The crucial question remains if the inevitable findings of under-representation can be partially traced back to the institutional frameworks of international organizations.

3 Civil society and democratization of the transnational policy-making process 3: Freedom of Information in Hungary and the EU – Peter Molnar

The third session will complement the analysis of the role of civil society actors in making, changing and influencing policy processes by focusing on freedom of information and freedom of expression, and tracking recent civil society initiatives in this field.

4 Journalism and civil society in the CEE region

A visit to the South East European Network for Professionalization of Media (SEENPM) and a discussion with SEENPM Director Sandor Orban.
MONDAY (2nd week)

1 Public service broadcasting and civil society – Karol Jakubowicz
A former Director of the National Broadcasting Council of Poland and Chairman of the Council of Europe’s Steering Committee on the Mass Media, as well as a distinguished scholar, Dr. Jakubowicz will give an overview over the role of public service broadcasting and its connections with civil society.

2 Public service broadcasting in the CEE region – Karol Jakubowicz 

The spread of public service values has been conflictive. This session will serve to discuss the successes and problems of implementing public service media in the CEE region as well as comparable cases in Western Southern Europe. The session also addresses the role of public service programming in the context of digital television.
3 Student presentations

4. Visit to Hungarian Public Service Television

TUESDAY (2nd week)

1 Political economy of the global media – Kate Coyer

This session will discuss the current state and recent developments in the media landscape worldwide. It will discuss the balance of power shifts from national to global contexts related to media players and introduce a critical political economy approach, and consider how the nation remains an important site for global media policy and developments. 

2 Media pluralism and media ownership – Beata Klimkiewicz

The transition from state to non-state and the rise of commercial media has implied a fundamental transformation in media ownership structures in the CEE region. This session will serve to discuss this structural change and its implications on journalism, media pluralism, and the diversity of voices represented in the media.

3 Alternative media, social movements, and technologies - Kate Coyer

Here, we will explore the ways in which social movements use the media; create their own media networks, institutions and projects; and consider interventions in content creation, production processes, ownership and infrastructure.

4 Student presentations

WEDNESDAY (2nd week)

1 Community media and civil society-based communication infrastructure – Kate Coyer

All over the world, people have created their own media to serve the interests of their community, be it their local neighborhood or village, or their so-called ‘communities of interest’.  This phenomenon is not new to Europe, although the evolution of community broadcasting has developed unevenly. This session will introduce the concept of community media, explore the role of these media for democratization and development, and consider the necessary enabling environment for their success.
2 Minority media in Central/Eastern Europe – Beata Klimkiewicz  

Community-based media remain an important space for ethnic and minority representation. This session will take a closer look at minority media and their emergence in the CEE region.

3 Community media policy in Hungary and the EU – Peter Molnar

Peter Molnar, former Member of Hungarian Parliament, who served as one of the key architects of the current media legislation in Hungary, will discuss the considerations behind the Hungarian community media policy. The session also explores current debates on the European level regarding the establishment of an enabling regulatory environment for community media in the context of digitalization.

4 Field Trip: Roma Radio C and/or Tilos Radio

Following on from the theoretical debate, we visit a community radio station in Budapest and discuss with radio activists the situation of community media in the Central and Eastern European region.

THURSDAY (2nd week)

1 Media democracy and new ICTs – Nicholas Jankowski

This presentation provides a panorama of new media innovations related to communicative aspects of democracy (e.g., political actor websites, journalistic blogs, Indymedia) and more everyday public expressions that frequently relate to politics and  political action (e.g., discussion lists, personal blogs, social networking sites). Through this panorama the alleged transformation and expansion of political life is critically considered.

2 Researching politics online – Nicholas Jankowski

This presentation examines a variety of research designs and methods employed in investigating politics in an online environment: analysis of website features, network analysis of site hyperlinks, discourse analysis of postings on discussion lists, ethnography of Internet-based political actions. Examples are discussed of research designs utilized for investigating these venues for political discourse and action.

3 Student presentations

4 Student presentations

FRIDAY (2nd week)

1 Publishing in Academic Journals: Procedures and Practices - Nicholas Jankowski

The session examines the procedures followed by journals in the field of communication studies for processing articles submitted for publication. Sample letters and reviews are discussed, and suggestions made with regard to approaching editors and submitting manuscripts. Summer school participants with experience in submitting journal manuscripts will be encouraged to share these experiences during the session.

2 Conceptual summary – Miklós Sükösd

The course director summarizes key findings from the two weeks of the summer school.

3 Developing collaborations

Faculty and students explore opportunities for publications and further collaboration.

4 Feedback session and evaluation

The final session provides opportunities to discuss and evaluate in which way the summer school was helpful for the participants, which were the highlights and what needs to be improved.
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