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CEU Summer University cordially invites you to a

panel discussion on
Negotiating Climate Change: The Current State of Play

presented by the

Climate Change
Summer University course


Date and time: 5 pm, Monday, June 30

Location: Auditorium, CEU

Chair:

Lajos Bokros
Chief Operating Officer/Department of Public Policy, CEU
Panelists:

Thomas C.  Heller
International Legal Studies, Stanford University

Bert Metz
Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency (MNP/RIVM)

Ferenc Toth
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA)
Diana Urge-Vorsatz
Department of Environmental Sciences and Policy and
Center for Climate Change and Sustainable Energy (3CSEP), CEU

Reception to follow
The course faculty members are among the roughly 2,000 scientists and policy experts from around the world who have made contributions to the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which shared the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize with Al Gore, the former vice president of the US.

Recent reports by the United Nations and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) have established that the Earth’s climate has been changing and it is very likely that this change can, at least in part, be attributed to anthropogenic influence.  These reports, among them the Fourth Assessment Report of the IPCC, also outlined scenarios through which the stabilization of our climate can be achieved.
However, reaching any target that can be interpreted as one that prevents dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system, seems to be a Herculean task, entailing emission reductions potentially as large as 50 – 85% of 2000 levels by 2050. Achieving even the app. 5% reduction target of the Kyoto Protocol has proven to be challenging for developed countries. The main purpose of the panel is to explore whether such ambitious targets are attainable.

In addition to a technological dimension, the question also has strong social-political aspects.  Even if technologically feasible, how will this burden be shared?  How can the world, without a global governance and enforcement structure, negotiate a legal mechanism that can deliver these targets and is acceptable to all?

The discussion will be guided by questions including, but not limited to:

· What are the global potentials for greenhouse gas limitations?

· Technology, lifestyles, culture, development pathways – how strongly do these determine our climate future and what role do they play in stabilization scenarios?

· Even if a desirable and achievable global climate target can be set by scientists, how can such a goal be negotiated politically?  

· How can developing countries whose per capita emissions are far behind those of the developed ones, especially if historic responsibilities are viewed, be engaged in climate action? 

· What is the current state of play in the climate negotiations?  What can we expect in Copenhagen in 2009?
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