
The CEU Summer University announces the course
MMEENNTTAALL DDIISSAABBIILLIITTYY LLAAWW IINN PPRRAACCTTIICCEE

JJUULLYY 44 –– 1155,, 22001111 BBUUDDAAPPEESSTT,, HHUUNNGGAARRYY

Course Director:

Oliver Lewis, Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC), Budapest, Hungary

Faculty:

Peter Bartlett, School of Law, University of Nottingham, UK and MDAC Board Chair; Jerome Bickenbach,
Department of Philosophy and Faculties of Law and Medicine, Queen's University, Canada; Gabor Gombos, Mental

Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC), Budapest, Hungary, Eva Szeli, Arizona State University, Phoenix, New York Law
School, US

BBRRIIEEFF CCOOUURRSSEE DDEESSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONN

This two-week applied legal practice course aims to strengthen the professional development of participants
–  practising  lawyers,  activists  and  academics  in  the  field  of  mental  health  and  disability  rights  law  from
Europe and Africa. With an emphasis on exploring rights in real life, this course introduces interdisciplinary
perspectives from social sciences, politics, social work and clinical sciences.

The four faculty members are all internationally recognized and outstanding scholars and activists in the field.
Together, they have experience in human rights advocacy, teaching and programming in central and eastern
Europe, Africa and North America and are sensitive to and knowledgeable about the specific needs and
problems of these regions from where the participants will come.

The course focuses on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – a human rights treaty
which entered into force in 2008. Using the Convention and other international human rights instruments,
the course will heighten participants’ awareness of the legislative and policy implications of their mental
health lawyering, and will raise the awareness of the range of ways that participants can engage with reforms
in their home jurisdictions. The course will advance participants’ skills to effectively represent people with
mental health disabilities in courtrooms and other settings and develop participants’ understanding and
knowledge of the issues in such a way as to facilitate further postgraduate study.

The course uses innovative teaching methods and encourages participants to reflect on law in practice, and
how lawyers can impact upon policy-making at the domestic level to ensure the implementation of
international human rights law. The methods include a site visit to a mental health institution, a site visit to a
community-based service for people with mental health disabilities, and interviews with people with mental
health disabilities. In the classroom, the methods include group preparations and presentations, practice of
courtroom advocacy skills, tutor presentations, and discussions. The course culminates with a moot court.

Central European University's summer school (CEU SUN), established in 1996, is a program in English for graduate
students, junior or post-doctoral researchers, teachers and professionals. It offers high-level, research-oriented, interdisciplinary
academic courses as well as workshops on policy issues for professional development, taught by internationally renowned scholars
and policy experts (including CEU faculty). Application from all over the world is encouraged. Financial aid is available.

Application deadline: February 15, 2011
For further academic information on the course and on eligibility criteria and funding options

please visit the web site at

www.summer.ceu.hu/mentaldisability

Non-discrimination policy statement
Central European University does not discriminate on the basis of – including, but not limited to – race, color, national and ethnic origin, religion, gender or

sexual orientation in administering its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered
programs.

CEU Summer University
 P.O. Box: Budapest 5, P.f.: 1082, H-1245
(36 1) 327 3811, Fax: (36-1) 327-3124

E-mail: summeru@ceu.hu
Skype: ceu-sun

Apply online: http://apply.embark.com/nondegree/ceu

http://www.summer.ceu.hu/mentaldisability
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